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IAEA's Grossi says;

Talks underway with parties
over Iran's nuclear program

Rafael Grossi, Director Gener-
al of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), said

talks aimed at resolving Iran’s
nuclear issue remain ongoing.
Rafael Grossi, Director Gener-
al of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), said

talks aimed at resolving Iran’s
nuclear issue remain ongoing,
according to an interview with
an Argentine newspaper. Grossi
emphasized that the full return
of IAEA inspectors to Iran and
the resumption of monitor-

ing missions within existing
agreements are essential for
producing what he described as
credible assessments of Iran’s
nuclear program.Without effec-
tive monitoring, it will not be
possible to make reliable techni-
cal judgments about the nature
of Iran’s nuclear activities, Rafael
Grossi said.He added that nego-
tiations and consultations are
continuing with Iranian officials
as well as other international
actors, including the United
States, European countries,
Russia, and China, with the aim
of reaching a sustainable and
verifiable solution to manage
Iran’s nuclear program.Grossi

UN chief condemns ‘horrific’

drone attack in Sudan
A drone attack has hit a United Na-
tions facility in war-torn Sudan, killing
six peacekeepers, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres said.The attack
on Saturday hit the peacekeeping
logistics base in the city of Kadugli,
in the central region of Kordofan,
Guterres said in a statement.Eight
other peacekeepers were wound-
ed in the strike. All the victims are
Bangladeshi nationals, serving in the
UN Interim Security Force for Abyei
(UNISFA).”l strongly condemn the
horrific drone attacks that targeted
the United Nations peacekeeping
logistics base in Kadugli, Sudan,”
Guterres said in a statement, Al
Jazeera reported.“Attacks targeting
United Nations peacekeepers may
constitute war crimes under interna-
tional law,” he added. “Attacks as the
one today in South Kordofan against
peacekeepers are unjustifiable. There
will need to be accountability.”The
Sudanese army blamed the attack
on the Rapid Support Forces (RSF),
a paramilitary group. The army and
the RSF have been engaged in a civil
war for more than two years.There
was no immediate comment from
the RSF.The attack “clearly reveals
the subversive approach of the rebel
militia and those behind it”, the Su-
danese army said in a statement. The
military posted a video on social me-
dia showing plumes of dense black
smoke over what it said was the UN
facility.Bangladesh’s interim leader,
Muhammad Yunus, in a statement,
said he was “deeply saddened” by the
attack, and put the toll at six dead and
eight wounded.

stressed that these efforts are
purely technical in nature and
intended to reduce risks related
to nuclear proliferation.Grossi
claimed that Iran currently pos-
sesses around 400 kilograms of
uranium enriched to 60 percent,
a level he described as close

to weapons-grade enrichment
and therefore requiring what he
called strict and precise tech-
nical monitoring.His remarks
come amid previous statements
of a similar nature by the IAEA
chief, which contributed to cre-
ating the political environment
that preceded hostile actions
by the Israeli regime and the
United States against Tehran.
Rafael Grossi, Director Gener-
al of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), said

talks aimed at resolving Iran’s
nuclear issue remain ongoing.
Rafael Grossi, Director Gener-
al of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), said

talks aimed at resolving Iran’s
nuclear issue remain ongoing,
according to an interview with
an Argentine newspaper. Grossi
emphasized that the full return
of IAEA inspectors to Iran and
the resumption of monitor-

ing missions within existing
agreements are essential for
producing what he described as
credible assessments of Iran’s
nuclear program.Without effec-
tive monitoring, it will not be
possible to make reliable techni-
cal judgments about the nature
of Iran’s nuclear activities, Rafael
Grossi said.He added that nego-
tiations and consultations are
continuing with Iranian officials
as well as other international
actors, including the United
States, European countries,
Russia, and China, with the aim
of reaching a sustainable and
verifiable solution to manage
Iran’s nuclear program.Grossi
stressed that these efforts are
purely technical in nature and
intended to reduce risks related
to nuclear proliferation.Grossi
claimed that Iran currently pos-
sesses around 400 kilograms of
uranium enriched to 60 percent,
a level he described as close

to weapons-grade enrichment
and therefore requiring what he
called strict and precise tech-
nical monitoring.His remarks
come amid previous statements
of a similar nature by the IAEA
chief, which contributed to cre-
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ating the political environment
that preceded hostile actions
by the Israeli regime and the
United States against Tehran.
Grossi emphasized that the full
return of IAEA inspectors to Iran
and the resumption of moni-
toring missions within existing
agreements are essential for
producing what he described as
credible assessments of Iran’s
nuclear program.Without effec-
tive monitoring, it will not be
possible to make reliable techni-
cal judgments about the nature
of Iran’s nuclear activities, Rafael
Grossi said.He added that nego-
tiations and consultations are
continuing with Iranian officials
as well as other international
actors, including the United
States, European countries,
Russia, and China, with the aim
of reaching a sustainable and
verifiable solution to manage
Iran’s nuclear program.Grossi
stressed that these efforts are
purely technical in nature and

Regional solutions soleviable
pathto Afghanistan stability

Iran’s Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi said on Sunday
that no extra-regional formula
can resolve Afghanistan’s chal-
lenges, stressing that neighboring
countries remain the most natural
actors in addressing this issue.
Speaking at the opening session
of the meeting titled “Review of
Developments in Afghanistan,”
held in Tehran on Sunday, Decem-
ber 23, with the participation of
Afghanistan’s neighboring and re-

gional countries, Araghchi empha-

sized that sustainable peace and

stability in Afghanistan can only be

achieved through region-centered
cooperation.Based on experience,
neighbors are the most natural
and trustworthy solution, the Ira-
nian foreign minister said, adding
that the Islamic Republic of Iran
has consistently underscored the
central role of neighboring coun-
tries in any initiative related to
Afghanistan.The meeting, host-
ed by Iran’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, brought together special
representatives of Afghanistan’s
neighboring countries to discuss
the latest political and regional

developments. Participants includ-
ed the representative of Pakistan’s

prime minister, representatives
of the presidents of Russia and

Uzbekistan, and officials from

the foreign ministries of China,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan.
Addressing the gathering, Ara-
ghchi described Afghanistan as a
country with honorable people
and unique capacities, historically
serving as a bridge between sur-
rounding regions and possessing
vast economic, human, transit,
and natural potential. He noted
that Afghanistan’s geoeconomic
position places it at the heart

of connectivity networks linking
Central Asia, West Asia, and South
Asia.Stability and development in
Afghanistan are not only human-
itarian necessities but strategic
imperatives for the entire region,
he said, stressing that the security,
development, and prosperity of
Afghanistan are directly tied to
the interests of all neighboring
states.Araghchi reiterated that
imposed external solutions do not
lead to lasting stability, while re-
gion-based solutions offer greater
capacity for achieving sustainable
development and security. He em-
phasized the importance of com-
prehensive regional integration of
Afghanistan and called for a co-
ordinated, durable framework of
cooperation among neighboring
countries.According to Araghchi,

enhanced regional convergence
can help strengthen collective
security, limit external interfer-
ence, and create conditions for
trust-building, shared responsi-
bility, and long-term stability. He
stressed that Afghanistan’s future
is inseparable from the collective
wisdom, responsibility, and coop-
eration of the region."Iran is ready
to expand its cooperation with

all of Afghanistan’s neighboring
countries. We have accumulated
significant experience in the fields
of transportation, trade, consul-
ar services, and energy, and we
believe that through convergence
and coordination, a sustainable
framework for regional cooper-
ation around Afghanistan can be
established.""Such cooperation
will benefit not only Afghanistan
but the entire region. It should be
noted, however, that the people
of Afghanistan must remain at the
center of all these efforts—people
who deserve a secure and reliable
future. The countries present at
this meeting bear, more than any
other parties, a moral, humanitar-
ian, and regional responsibility to
assist these people and can play
an effective role, in a coordinated
manner, alongside the authorities
of that country," he underlined.

1"

intended to reduce risks re-
lated to nuclear proliferation.
Grossi emphasized that the full
return of IAEA inspectors to Iran
and the resumption of moni-
toring missions within existing
agreements are essential for
producing what he described as
credible assessments of Iran’s
nuclear program.Without effec-
tive monitoring, it will not be
possible to make reliable techni-
cal judgments about the nature
of Iran’s nuclear activities, Rafael
Grossi said.He added that nego-
tiations and consultations are
continuing with Iranian officials
as well as other international ac-
tors, including the United States,
European countries, Russia, and
China, with the aim of reach-
ing a sustainable and verifiable
solution to manage Iran’s nucle-
ar program.Grossi stressed that
these efforts are purely tech-
nical in nature and intended to
reduce risks related to nuclear
proliferation.

Trump vows retaliation after

two US troops killed in Syria
US President Donald Trump vowed
retaliation Saturday after two US
Army soldiers and a civilian US
interpreter were killed in an attack
in Syria. "This was an ISIS attack
against the US, and Syria, in a very
dangerous part of Syria, that is not
fully controlled by them," Trump said
on Truth Social. "There will be very
serious retaliation."
Three other US personnel were
wounded in the attack in Palmyra,
Sean Parnell, the Pentagon’s chief
spokesperson said on X. The attack
occurred as the soldiers "were con-
ducting a key leader engagement"
in "support of ongoing counter-ISIS
operations," he said.
"This attack is currently under active
investigation," Parnell said.
US Central Command said the attack
was an ambush by "a lone ISIS
gunman" and that the gunman was
engaged and killed.
A Pentagon official told NBC News
the attack occurred in an area
outside the control of Syria’s self-pro-
claimed president, Ahmed al-Sharaa.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said
in a separate X post that the person
who carried out the attack was killed
by US partner forces. He did not
provide additional details about the
perpetrator of the forces involved.
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