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MONDAY - OCTOBER 20 - 2025 - NO:1945

Iran, Azerbaijan hold joint

naval drill in Caspian Sea
Naval forces from Iran and the
Republic of Azerbaijan held a joint
maritime rescue and relief exercise
near Boyuk Zira Island off the coast
of Baku in the Caspian Sea.
The four-day exercise, titled AZIREX
2025, included forces from the Irani-
an Navy and the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy, along with
Azerbaijani naval units.
The Iranian flotilla included Paykan
and Separ missile-launching vessels
as well as Shahid Basir warship of the
IRGC Navy.
The joint exercise was aimed at
enhancing maritime security, pro-
moting stable naval cooperation in
the Caspian Sea, and strengthening
operational coordination between
the Iranian and Azeri armed forces. It
also sought to improve joint planning
and execution of combined maritime
search, rescue and relief operations.
The drill also pursued objectives such
as ensuring safety for commercial
ships and oil tankers in the Caspian
Sea, developing mutually agreed
frameworks for future joint drills, and
reinforcing military collaboration to
support friendly relations between
the two neighboring countries.

Putin announces condition for

ending Ukraine war
Putin has directly demanded that
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky’s government surrender
full control of the entire Donetsk
region as a core condition for ending
the war. In a high-stakes diplomatic
maneuver that threatens to upend
delicate peace overtures, Russian
President Vladimir Putin has directly
demanded that Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky’s government
surrender full control of the entire
Donetsk region as a core condition
for ending the war, a revelation made
during a phone call this past week
with United States President Donald
Trump. According to a detailed report
by The Washington Post, citing two
senior officials familiar with the sen-
sitive conversation, Putin’s insistence
on annexing the strategically vital
eastern Ukrainian territory—a region
Moscow has failed to conquerin 11
years of brutal conflict—signals that
the Kremlin is not backing away from
its maximalist demands, potentially
creating a formidable obstacle to
President Trump’s optimistic push for
a swift peace deal.
The demand from the Russian leader,
which has not been previously re-
ported, casts a long shadow over the
recent flurry of diplomatic activity,
including a critical White House
meeting on Friday between Trump
and Zelensky.
Putin’s focus on Donetsk, where
Ukrainian forces are deeply en-
trenched in what they consider a
major bulwark against a Russian
advance toward Kyiv, suggests that
despite the battlefield stalemate, his
strategic ambitions remain undimin-
ished.
While Russia and its separatist prox-
ies have claimed parts of the Donetsk
region since 2014, they have never
managed to seize the entirety of
the territory by force. The Kremlin's
renewed insistence on this point is a
clear indication of the immense chal-
lenges that lie ahead for the planned
peace summit between Trump and
Putin, which is set to take place in
Hungary in the coming weeks.

Fromanortherngreen paradise to acoastal mangrove havenand adesertjewel threelranianvillages have gained global recognition

UN recognizes Iranianvillages
as globaltourismgems

The World Tourism Organization (UN
Tourism) is a specialized agency of the
United Nations focused on responsi-
ble, sustainable, and universally acces-
sible tourism.In partnership with 160
Member States, 6 Associate Members,
and over 500 Affiliate Members, UN
Tourism aims to position tourism as a
vital driver of economic growth, inclu-
sive development, and environmen-
tal sustainability.One of its initiatives,
the Best Tourism Villages program,
recognizes rural tourism destinations
that have accredited cultural and nat-
ural assets, uphold community-based
values, and demonstrate a clear com-
mitment to innovation and sustain-
ability across economic, social, and
environmental dimensions.Recently,
52 villages from all regions—Africa, the
Americas, Asia, Europe, and the Middle
East—were honored with this recogni-
tion. These villages were selected from
over 270 applications submitted by 65
UN Tourism Member States.In an excit-
ing announcement from Beijing, the
United Nations World Tourism Organi-
zation (UN Tourism) has officially rec-
ognized three Iranian villages—Kande-
lous, Shafiabad, and Soheili—as some
of the world’s best tourism villages for
2025.This prestigious award celebrates
places that offer amazing experiences
while preserving their natural beauty,
cultural heritage, and local community
spirit.Let’s take a journey across Iran to
discover these three hidden gems.Nes-
tled on the slopes of the Alborz Moun-
tains and surrounded by ancient Hyrca-
nian forests, the village of Kandelous,
in northern Mazandaran province, is
a lush, green escape.lmagine stepping

into a living painting where vibrant
culture, traditional music, and unique
architecture have been cherished for
centuries.What makes Kandelous so
special is its beautiful harmony with
nature. You'll see terraced gardens
climbing the hillsides, a fascinating
museum of anthropology showcasing
local life, and houses built with natu-
ral, local materials.This village is a per-
fect model of how people can live in a
sustainable and beautiful relationship
with their environment. Its global rec-
ognition is a testament to the vibrant
and living culture of Northern Iran.Kan-
delous, dubbed "The Lost Paradise," is
renowned for its well-preserved rural
architecture, featuring wooden-framed
windows, stone alleyways, and gabled
rooftops.The village boasts museums
dedicated to antiques and medicinal
plants, cultivating over 250 rare herb
species.The Kandelous Anthropology
Museum, founded by Aliasghar Jah-
angiri, is a highlight, showcasing over
8,000 artifacts, including pottery, man-
uscripts, and agricultural tools.This mu-
seum documents rural traditions and
has been instrumental in preserving
knowledge of the region's tradition-
al medicinal plants.Nestled along the
Persian Gulf, Soheili is not just anoth-
er coastal village--it is rather a living
showcase of sustainable rural tourism,
where nature, culture, and communi-
ty-led development come togetherin a
rare harmony.At the southernmost tip
of Iran, on Qeshm Island, lies the vil-
lage of Soheili. This is a world defined
by the sea. Soheili is a gateway to se-
rene mangrove forests, calm wetlands,
and a community whose life rhythm

O d O urmd oenuity
thriving in a harsh climate.Shafiabad
shows the world how to build a civili-
zation in harmony with the desert. The
local women have played a key role
in reviving traditional crafts and local
products, creating a stable economy
for their community.For travelers, it of-
fers the magic of desert trekking under
vast skies. Its global recognition sym-
bolizes the incredible ability of people
to create a rich life, perfectly balanced
with nature, in the heart of the arid
land.The inclusion of these three dis-
tinct villages highlights Iran's remark-
able diversity—from misty northern
forests and coastal mangrove gems to
awe-inspiring desert landscapes—and
proves that unforgettable, sustainable
travel experiences can be found in ev-
ery corner of the country.UN Tourism's
recognition of Kandelous, Soheili, and
Shafiabad highlights Iran's diverse ap-
peal as a destination for meaningful
travel.These villages showcase lIran's
tapestry of ecosystems and cultural
heritage, from Hyrcanian forests to
the Persian Gulf and Lut Desert.Their
success demonstrates how commu-
nity-led  initiatives—anthropological
preservation in Kandelous, women-led
eco-tourism in Soheili, and desert inge-
nuity in Shafiabad—build resilient local
economies that harmonize with the
environment.This endorsement places
Iran on the conscious traveler's itiner-
ary, proving that authentic, sustainable
experiences thrive in its rural commu-
nities. The world is invited to discover
a country where tourism fosters pres-
ervation, inclusivity, and cross-cul-
tural connection, village by village.

Israel starts launching

airstrikes on Gaza
The Zionist regime launched air-
strikes on Gaza Strip on Sunday in
violation of ceasefire agreement.
Zionist media is reporting that the
Israeli military is carrying out attacks
in Rafah and elsewhere in southern
Gaza, Aljazeera reports.
Israeli broadcaster Channel 12 is
reporting that a phone call on the
situation was taking place between
Netanyahu and Defence Minister
Israel Katz along with members of
the army.
Israel’s public broadcaster said the
strike followed an “exchange of fire”
with Hamas members.
The Israeli media claimed the regime
has launched the attacks in response
to terror operatives in the southern
Gaza’s Rafah.
Israeli media also reported that two
soldiers killed in military vehicle
explosion in Rafah.
In a statement issued on Sunday,
Palestinian Resistance movement
Hamas strongly rejected allegations
made by the US State Department
accusing it of preparing an “immi-
nent attack” and violating the cease-
fire agreement in the Gaza Strip.
Hamas said the US remarks “com-
pletely overlap with the Israeli
occupation’s disinformation and
provide political cover for its ongo-
ing organized crimes and aggression
against our people.”
The movement emphasized that
“facts on the ground prove the
exact opposite,” accusing the Israeli
occupation of forming, arming, and
funding criminal gangs responsible
for killings, kidnappings, looting
aid trucks, and robbing Palestinian
civilians.
Hamas said the occupation itself had
“openly admitted to these crimes
through media reports and recorded
footage,” confirming its involvement
in spreading chaos and undermining
security.
Hamas stressed that Gaza’s police
forces, supported by community ef-
forts, are carrying out their national
duty “to pursue and prosecute these
gangs through clear legal mecha-
nisms, in order to protect citizens
and safeguard public and private
property.”
The movement called on the US
administration to “stop echoing the
occupation’s deceptive narrative”
and instead focus on restraining
the Israeli regime’s repeated viola-
tions of the ceasefire agreement,
chief among them, the support and
protection it provides to those same
armed groups within areas under its
control.

Dep. FM:
Measures being taken to tackle
impact of sanctions

Hamid Ghanbari, Iran's Deputy
Foreign Minister for Economic Di-
plomacy says his country has taken
measures after the snapback of UN
sanctions triggered by the three
European powers.
Speaking in a seminar on Sunday in
Tehran, Ghanbari touched upon the
illegal snapback of the UN sanctions
after the termination of the UNSC
2231 by the three European powers,
saying that Tehran does not recog-
nize the snapback of the UN sanc-
tions by them.
He stated that, "Experience has
shown us over the recent years that
the effects of sanctions are real, and
therefore the country's official policy
has changed towards 'active tackling
of the sanctions and holding negotia-
tions to eliminate their effects.’
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