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Iran Foreign Ministry:
Absence from Sharm El-Sheikh
summit based on
expert consultations
The ministry’s spokesperson rejected
claims that Iran’s refusal to attend the
summit on Gaza reflects the country’s
diminished regional influence, stress-
ing that Tehran refused to participate
following expert discussions. Tehran,
IRNA — Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Esmaeil Baghaei says Iran’s decision
not to attend the Sharm El-Sheikh
summit on Gaza was made following
expert consultations, emphasizing
that the Islamic Republic’s absence
does not reflect a lack of influence
on regional or international devel-
opments. Baghaei made the remarks
during his weekly press briefing in
Tehran on Monday, the same day
Egypt hosts leaders from more than
20 countries in its resort city of Sharm
El-Sheikh for a summit aimed at dis-
cussing US President Donald Trump’s
proposal to end Israel’s war on Gaza.
The summit is co-chaired by Trump
and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi. According to the spokesper-
son, President el-Sisi extended an in-
vitation to Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian to attend the summit.

“All aspects were examined during ex-
pert meetings both inside and outside
the Foreign Ministry. All the positive
and negative dimensions of attending
or not attending were carefully as-
sessed,” Baghaei said while respond-
ing to IRNA, adding that a final deci-
sion was made in line with national
interests.

Commenting on speculations that
Iran’s absence from the summit re-
flected diminished regional influence,
Baghaei dismissed such claims.
“Iran’s role in regional and interna-
tional developments is not defined by
its physical participation or lack there-
of in a particular event. It goes far be-
yond that,” the diplomat said. “Iran’s
influence is certainly not confined to
its attendance or absence at interna-
tional gatherings. Over the past two
years, Iran has been among the most
active countries exerting pressure on
the Zionist regime and its accomplic-
es to halt the genocide in Gaza,” he
added. Baghaei added that Iran will
continue to engage actively in region-
al and international affairs, stressing,
“We are confident in our influence.”

Mahdieh Esfandyari’s

detention in France
Responding to another IRNA question
about a recent deal between Iran and
France to exchange prisoners and re-
lease Iranian woman Mahdieh Esfan-
dyari, who was detained in France in
February, the spokesperson said that
preparations have already been made
on part of Iran and that Tehran is seri-
ously pursing her case. “We hope that
she is released as soon as possible.”
Afghanistan-Pakistan tensions Regard-
ing the recent border clashes between
Afghanistan and Pakistan — which have
escalated over the past few days and
left dozens dead — the Iranian diplo-
mat warned that such tensions could
have consequences extending beyond
the borders of the two countries.

Iranian envoys to E3 countries

resume missions
Baghaei said that the Iranian ambas-
sadors to Britain, France, and Germa-
ny — collectively known as the E3 —
were recently recalled to Tehran for
consultations after the trio triggered
the so-called snapback mechanism,
which reinstated UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions against Iran. He added
that, following a series of meetings
with the ambassadors, they have now
returned to their respective diplomat-
ic missions.

Iran, Pakistan officials
emphasizeregional stability, convergence

Iranian and Pakistani officials highlight-
ed the importance of regional stability
and addressed tensions between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, with Iran offering
to help reduce the tensions.

Tehran, IRNA—The Director General for
South Asian Affairs at the Foreign Min-
istry, Mohammad-Reza Bahrami, and
Pakistan’s Special Representative for
Afghanistan, Mohammad Sadiq Khan,
have emphasized the importance of
establishing stability, reducing ten-
sions, and strengthening regional con-
vergence. During a phone call on Sun-
day, Bahrami and Sadiq Khan discussed
recent regional developments, par-
ticularly the rising tensions between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Bahrami ex-
pressed the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
readiness to help reduce tensions be-
tween Afghanistan and Pakistan. Iran,
Pakistan officials emphasize regional
stability, convergence In recent days,
Pakistan and Afghanistan have experi-
enced increased tensions, raising con-
cerns in the region. The Pakistani army
has confirmed that 23 of its soldiers
were killed in overnight border clash-
es with the Taliban. In contrast, the
Afghan caretaker government report-
ed that 58 Pakistani soldiers had been
killed. Afghan officials have accused

Pakistan of bombing the city of Kabul
and a market in eastern Afghanistan.
Islamabad has rejected the claim. Iran,
which shares borders with both coun-
tries, has historically positioned itself
as a mediator in disputes within South
and Central Asia. The country empha-
sizes dialogue and diplomacy as essen-
tial tools to prevent conflicts from es-
calating and affecting broader regional
stability. On Sunday morning, Esmaeil
Baghaei, spokesperson for the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, expressed concern over
the recent developments between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan, emphasizing

the importance of mutual respect for
each country’s territorial integrity and
national sovereignty. The senior Irani-
an diplomat called for restraint and the
immediate initiation of dialogue be-
tween the two sides to reduce tensions
and resolve disputes through diploma-
cy. The Foreign Ministry spokesperson
emphasized that the Islamic Republic
of Iran attaches great importance to
maintaining peace and stability in its
surrounding region. He reaffirmed
Iran’s readiness to offer any assis-
tance necessary to help de-escalate
tensions between the two neighbor-
ing Muslim countries.

Amember of the political bureau of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas):

Israel is manipulating prisoners’ list, Hamas official warns

A member of Hamas said the
Israeli regime is manipulating
the list of prisoners which
were supposed to be ex-
changed in the framework of
the ceasefire agreement.
Tehran, IRNA — A member of
the political bureau of the
Islamic Resistance Movement
(Hamas) has accused the
Israeli regime of playing games
with the list of Palestinian
prisoners and evading the
implementation of the terms
of the ceasefire agreement,
despite its commitments to
international mediators.
Speaking in an interview

with Qatar's Al Jazeera, Ghazi
Hamad warned that the Israeli
regime behaves the same as
the international mediators,
including the Americans.
Referring to the upcoming
meeting in Sharm el-Sheikh,
he said that Hamas hopes the
event will ensure the agree-
ment is implemented exactly
according to its provisions.
Israel is manipulating the
prisoner list and trying to re-
move some names that should
be released, he said, adding
that it is a clear violation

of the agreement that was
made through international
mediation. He warned that Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's cabinet continues
to threaten to resume the

war against Gaza and called
for international and Arab
pressure to prevent Israel from
attacking Gaza and to force
the regime to implement the
agreement. Hamad stressed
that valid international guar-
antees must be provided to
fully establish the cease-
fire and pave the way for
ending the occupation
and realizing the legit-
imate rights of the
Palestinian nation.
Regarding the im-

plementation of the ceasefire
agreement, he said the most
important disagreement at
present relates to Israel's ma-
nipulation of the prisoner list.
The Israeli regime is not

even honest with mediators,
including the Americans, he
reiterated.

Hamas, in full coordination
with Egyptian, Qatari, Turkish
mediators, and the Inter-
national Committee of the
Red Cross, is pursuing the
precise implementation of the
agreement, which includes
the exchange of prisoners, the
cessation of aggression, and
the withdrawal of the Israeli
military from Gaza, he noted.
The Israeli regime began the
war against the Gaza Strip on
October 7, 2023, with two
main objectives of destroying
the Hamas movement and
retrieving the Israeli prison-
ers from the region, but it
failed to achieve these goals
and was forced to agree

with the Hamas movement
on a prisoner exchange. On
October 9, Hamas officially
announced in a statement
that an agreement
had been reached
to end the war

in the Gaza Strip and exchange
prisoners. The Israeli military
also officially announced
the implementation of the
ceasefire. A member of Hamas
said the Israeli regime is ma-
nipulating the list of prisoners
which were supposed to be
exchanged in the framework
of the ceasefire agreement.
Tehran, IRNA — A member of
the political bureau of the
Islamic Resistance Movement
(Hamas) has accused the
Israeli regime of playing games
with the list of Palestinian
prisoners and evading the
implementation of the terms
of the ceasefire agreement,
despite its commitments to
international mediators.
Speaking in an interview
with Qatar's Al Jazeera, Ghazi
Hamad warned that the Israeli
regime behaves the same as
the international mediators,
including the Americans.
Referring to the upcoming
meeting in Sharm el-Sheikh,
he said that Hamas hopes the
event will ensure the agree-
ment is implemented exactly
according to its provisions.
Israel is manipulating
the prisoner list and
trying to remove

some names that should be
released, he said, adding that
it is a clear violation of the
agreement that was made
through international medi-
ation. He warned that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's cabinet continues
to threaten to resume the
war against Gaza and called
for international and Arab
pressure to prevent Israel from
attacking Gaza and to force
the regime to implement the
agreement. Hamad stressed
that valid international guar-
antees must be provided to
fully establish the ceasefire
and pave the way for ending
the occupation and realizing
the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian nation. Regarding
the implementation of the
ceasefire agreement, he said
the most important disagree-
ment at present relates to
Israel's manipulation of the
prisoner list. The Israeli regime
is not even honest with medi-
ators, including the Americans,
he reiterated. Hamas, in full
coordination with Egyptian,
Qatari, Turkish mediators, and
the International Committee
of the Red Cross, is pursuing
the precise implementation of
the agreement, which includes
the exchange of prisoners, the
cessation of aggression, and
the withdrawal of the Israeli
military from Gaza, he noted.
The Israeli regime began the
war against the Gaza Strip on
October 7, 2023, with two
main objectives of destroying
the Hamas movement and
retrieving the Israeli pris-
oners from the region,
but it failed to achieve
these goals and was
forced to agree with
the Hamas move-
ment on a prisoner
exchange.

Vice president stresses need to
eliminate anti-Iran sanctions
Aref said that the Islamic Republic is
determined to alleviate sanctions im-

posed on the Iranian nation.

Tehran, IRNA — Vice President Mo-
hammad-Reza Aref has emphasized
that the administration of President
Masoud Pezeshkian is committed to
transforming the approach towards
sanctions imposed by enemies.
Speaking at a national event to com-
memorate businesses in Tehran on
Monday, Aref said that the adminis-
tration aims to turn the act of evading
sanctions into a complete removal of
them, highlighting that despite the
adversities posed by these sanctions,
they have not defeated the nation.
Iranian officials hope that with nation-
al resolve and experience, they can
eliminate these sanctions, he added.
Praising the performance of the busi-
ness community during the 12-day
war imposed by the Israeli regime, he
said that one of the reasons for peo-
ple's satisfaction with market man-
agement during the 12-day war was
the performance of the businesses.
Aref also addressed the administra-
tion's role in supporting businesses,
noting that such support is not a favor
but a duty. Aref said that the Islamic
Republic is determined to alleviate
sanctions imposed on the Iranian na-
tion.

Tehran, IRNA — Vice President Mo-
hammad-Reza Aref has emphasized
that the administration of President
Masoud Pezeshkian is committed to
transforming the approach towards
sanctions imposed by enemies.
Speaking at a national event to com-
memorate businesses in Tehran on
Monday, Aref said that the adminis-
tration aims to turn the act of evading
sanctions into a complete removal of
them, highlighting that despite the
adversities posed by these sanctions,
they have not defeated the nation.
Iranian officials hope that with nation-
al resolve and experience, they can
eliminate these sanctions, he added.
Praising the performance of the busi-
ness community during the 12-day
war imposed by the Israeli regime, he
said that one of the reasons for peo-
ple's satisfaction with market man-
agement during the 12-day war was
the performance of the businesses.
Aref also addressed the administra-
tion's role in supporting businesses,
noting that such support is not a favor
but a duty.

The presence of key ministers at this
event reflects the administration's at-
tention to this vital sector, he noted.
He further acknowledged the chal-
lenges faced by the economy, partic-
ularly in addressing informal market
issues, but expressed optimism about
overcoming them.

He underscored the importance of
maintaining ethical standards in com-
merce, emphasizing that the market
should ideally self-regulate.

The vice president also referred to
the role of other sectors of the com-
munity, including academics, work-
ers, farmers and clerics, emphasizing
that all strata of society played a sig-
nificant role during different arenas,
particularly during the eight-year war
imposed by the Iraqi Ba’ath regime.
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